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on account of over-population, and who decided to try their luck
elsewhere, some of them going westward by land, while the
others proceeded eastward by way of the sea.
' As to the exact date of their departure we know nothing. But
that exodus must have taken place before the introduction of
Brahmanism throughout the Indian peninsula, as their own
religion shows no influences whatsoever of that highly com-
plicated faith. None of the curious rituals connected with the
Brahman ideal of culture have ever been found among the true
Polynesians.

However, there is one factor which tells strongly in favour of
the theory that originally these Polynesians hailed from India,
and that is their knowledge of a great many crafts which were
practised in that part of the world, thousands of years before the
Greeks had ever learned how to make a crude stone wall or to
forge a steel sword. Boat-building too had been an Indian
speciality, and the first of these Polynesian pioneers seem to have
been expert marine engineers. Quite naturally, as they got more
and more separated from their homeland (both in time and in
space) their hand began to lose its cunning, and their technical
skill gradually dwindled until, in the end, they had forgotten a
great many things they had known in the old home country.

Even then they must occasionally have remembered something
from the past, for otherwise we should never have come across
such curious constructions as those stone villages which have
been discovered on Easter Island, right at the other end of the
Pacific. But American history can show us how such things
come about

The earliest settlers along the Atlantic seaboard had, with their
own eyes, seen many of the cathedrals and churches of Europe.
When they came to the New World they brought with them
some of the architectural traditions of their old guilds. Those
traditions lived on in the American wilderness, and they crossed
mountains and plains and swarnps, and they underwent all sorts
of modifications, but even so the Gothic outlines of a medieval